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Presentation outline

 National family growth over 2016 and 2017

 Dublin’s response: increased tenancies

 Report:

 Reasons for family homelessness

 Demographics – which families most susceptible to 

homelessness?

 2016 families: status May 2017

 2016 families: status Feb 2018

 2017 families: status Feb 2018

 Conclusion



Growth in family homeless nationally

Number of families Jan-16 Jan-18
Increase

Percentage 
Increase

Dublin 769 1191 422 55%

Mid-West 14 75 61 436%

South-West 34 63 29 85%

North-East 0 52 52 100%

South-East 12 44 32 267%

West 19 39 20 105%

Mid-East 21 33 12 57%

Midlands 13 18 5 38%

North-West 2 2 0 0%

Total 884 1,517 633



National: Family homelessness January 2016
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National: Family homelessness January 2018
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Number of exits to tenancies and tenancy type:

Dublin Region



Tenancy Breakdown

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Private Rented 426 237 137 87 55

HAP 0 0 97 974 1,948

Social Housing 367 555 825 772 1,222

Total number of adults 

moved to tenancies
793 792 1,059 1,833 3,225



Tenancy Breakdown 2017

Household Type: families vs. singles

Families 
63%

Singles 
37%

911 single/couples no children

1,749 singles/couples with children



New families rate of presentation increasing 

 Average Monthly Presentation 2015= 65

 Total net increase in families over the year  

(presentations – departures) = 352

 Average Monthly Presentation 2016= 75

 Total net increase in families over the year 

(presentations – departures) = 345

 Average Monthly Presentation 2017= 81 (& 67 prevention)

 Total net increase in families over the year 

(presentations – departures) = 93



Family Accommodation Type in Dublin Region
(Monthly – based on a single week’s activity)
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Objective of the report

 Number of new families accessing emergency 

accommodation

 Primary reasons for homelessness

 Demographic information: are there some families that are 

more susceptible to homelessness than others?

 Progression through services

 Where families move to

 How long it takes them to move



Reasons for family homelessness



Reasons for family homelessness



 Two Parent

 DRHE:  2016: 34%

2017: 35%

 CSO 2016: 76%

 Lone Parent

 DRHE:  2016: 66%

2017: 65%

 CSO 2016: 24%

Family Demographics: 2016 & 2017 families



Family Demographics: 2016 vs 2017 families

 Family size:

 CSO 2016: Families with four or more children: 7%

N=878 N=971



Family Demographics: 2016 vs 2017 families

N=878 N=971



Family Demographics: 2016 vs 2017 families

N=971N=878



Family Demographics: 2016 vs 2017 families

N=878 N=971

CSO 2016: Non-Irish National = 12% population



Families more susceptible to homelessness

Over representation of:

Lone parent families  

Parents with four children or more

Parents that are non-Irish nationals



Where are the 2016 families in May 2017?

5 months after year end:

 Where are the families on May 31st 2017?

 Families presented between 5 and 17 months previously (i.e. 

between January and December 2016)



Family Progression through homelessness: 2016 families



Family Progression through homelessness: 2016 families



Family Progression through homelessness: 2016 families



Duration in emergency accommodation prior to departure: 

2016 families

May 31st 2017



Family Progression through homelessness: 2016 families



Duration in emergency accommodation; 2016 families



Family Progression through homelessness: 2016 families

Split between: 

families who have left 

emergency 

accommodation (49%) 

and those who are still 

in emergency 

accommodation (48%)



Where are the 2016 families in February 

2018?

14 months after year end:

 Where are the families on February 28th 2018?

 Families presented between 14 and 26 months previously 

(i.e. between January and December 2016)



Family Progression through homelessness at February 28th

2018: 2016 families



Family Progression through homelessness at February 28th

2018: 2016 families



Duration in emergency accommodation prior to departure to tenancy at 

February 28th 2018: 2016 families



Duration in emergency accommodation prior to departure to tenancy 

at February 28th 2018: 2016 families



Family Progression through homelessness at February 28th 2018: 2016 

families



Duration in emergency accommodation prior to departure with no 

reason at February 28th 2018:  2016 families

* There was an increase of 22 families and 10 families that returned who had previously departed –

net increase 12



Family Progression through homelessness at February 28th

2018: 2016 families







2017 families

Status at February 28th 2018

Duration between 2 and 14 months



Family Progression through homelessness at February 28th

2018: 2017 families



Family Progression through homelessness at February 28th

2018: 2017 families



Family Progression through homelessness at February 28th

2018: 2017 families



Duration in emergency accommodation prior to departing 

with no reason given at February 28th 2018: 2017 families



Family Progression through homelessness at February 28th

2018: 2017 families



Duration in emergency accommodation of 2017 families at 

February 28th 2018 



Conclusion (1)

 Nationally number of families accessing emergency accommodation has 

increased but rate of increase has slowed in Dublin.

 Access to housing has been the primary mechanism to addressing family 

homelessness, particularly H HAP.

 Quality of emergency accommodation is being addressed with the 

introduction of Family Hubs in the region.

 Lone parent families, large families and non Irish national families are 

over represented amongst families experiencing homelessness in the 

region.



 During the first six months in emergency accommodation families are 

more inclined to move to H HAP tenancies.

 Families who have been in emergency accommodation for in excess of a 

year are more likely to move to local authority or approved housing 

body tenancies.

 In addition to families moving to tenancies, almost one in six families 

depart from emergency accommodation with no assistance.

 2017 families seem to be following the same trends relating to departing 

emergency accommodation as the 2016 families.

 It is expected that departure patterns for new families accessing 

emergency accommodation from May 2018 onwards (following the 

review of the scheme of lettings) will change. The data will be 

monitored to track any changes. 

Conclusion (2)



Questions?

bernie.odonoghuehynes@dublincity.ie




